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narrow coastal plain is separated from the rolling wheat lands of the
plateau by an almost uninhabited rugged region 50 to 150 miles wide.
In A571 one can see this as a long open space between a coastal railroad
and one farther inland between Brisbane and Sydney.} Sometimes there
is no coastal plain at all. Hence the railroad nearest the east coast is inter-
rupted between the two great cities of Sydney and Melbourne. The train
from Sydney has to wind upward through the no-man's land of the
escarpment in order to run south on the plateau.
On the west toward the Indian Ocean, Australia is bordered by a
plateau which is lower and rises less abruptly than the plateau on the east.
Near the center of the continent another plateau rises in places to a height
of about 4,000 feet. There the northbound transcontinental railroad
comes to an end at a place almost too small to be called a village. Most
of the interior, however, consists of a vast plain corresponding to the
greater interior plains of North and South America.
Both the topography and the latitude of Australia tend to make the
country uninhabitable. The mountains along the east and west coasts
keep out ocean winds which would bring rain. The latitude is such that
most of the continent lies in the desert belt between 20° and 30° from
the equator. The northern part lies in tropical latitudes where there is
generally too much rain when the sun rides high, and a long, severe dry
season the rest of the year. Hence practically all the Australians live in
three places: (1) close to the east and south coasts from the sugar-raising
districts in latitude 15° to Adelaide where a deep bay juts inland on the
south coast; (2) on the eastern plateau in the parts where a genuine rail-
way net has begun to develop; and (3) in the southwest corner near
Perth. Between these two inhabited sections the desert comes to the
south coast in the great Australian Bight, and the train travels all day
among sand and gray-leaved desert bushes. Nine tenths of Australia is
practically uninhabited either because of hot deserts or excessive contrasts
between the wet and dry seasons in low latitudes.
The location of Australian cities is as simple as the general physical
structure of the continent. All those of any large size are on the coast;
each is the capital of a state; and each contains a surprisingly large pro-
portion of the people in its province. Brisbane, the most northern large
city, has a third of the one million people in Queensland. The north-
eastern coast of that state is the only tropical region where white men
from northern Europe regularly engage in hard manual labor such as cut-
ting sugar cane. Sydney, the next city to the south, contains half the
people of New South Wales and is famous for the beauty of its drowned
harbor. I At the southeast corner of the continent Melbourne almost rivals
Sydney ks a city of more than a million people. It contains 55 per cent of

